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1
The Presentation of Female Marginalization in the Poetry of Kamala Das
D, Ghegade Shantilal Indrabhan

Das’s poetry 15 521 with female expenience of unhappy marmiage, disgrace of longings and
her revulsion at the male power She has commented love and lust in radical voices. Women are
depected in vanous rofes like beloved, wife, sister, daughier. mother, mistress and grandmother
Her wrinngs reveal a strong feminist line in various forms. In her poetry the subordination and
dishonour of women forms a prominent image.

Kamala Das 15 a confessional poct as Sylvia Plath. In her pocm, it is clear that she 1s
fighting against the subaltern image created by the Indian sociely in particular and Indian culiure
m general. Subaliern means of inferior rank is a term ddopted by Antonio Gramscr 10 refer o
those groups i society who are subject 10 the hegemany of the nuling classes. Subaliemn classes
may include peasants, workers and other groups denied access 10 hegemonic power. In other
words hegemony means a social ¢lass achicves a predominant influcnce and power nol by direet
and overl medns, butl by succeeding in making its ideolagical view of sociely so pervasive that
subardinaie classes unwiningly accept and panticipate in their own oppression,

Kamala Das established hersell as a ferminist It 15 obvious that she fought againsi the
male dominated [ndian culture and therchy helped Indian women of her time 10 liberae
themselves from domestic restnictions and [rom social taboos. The poems such as “An
Introduction”, “Sunshine Cat”, and "My Grandmother’s House™ reveal her protests against the
way she has been treated by her hushand, 1t is evident that she emphasized the nights of women,
According 1o the critics Kamala Das's poetry is the poctry of protest, of anguish, of disgust, It
alse reveals the hurts of Kamla Das received in a male dominated world. She started fighting
aganst the image created by Indian culture which gives significant to the submissiveness,
chasiny and dependence on men. In the poem “The Conflagration™ she advocates the liberation
of women from male domination. Kamala Das’s advocacy of rights of women locates her as o
feminist. According to the critics such as Simone de Beauvoir, Mary Wollstonecrafi and Elain
Showalter there are different shades of feminism such as 1) Radical feminism which rejects the
symbolic order. 2) Liberal femimism which demands equal aceess 10 the symbalic order. 3)
Rational feminsm that challenges the notion of male and female identity of masculinity and

feminmnny

The persecution of worman 1z evident but woman doesn't even become conscious that she
15 @ vichim. She blames the need of male Lo humihate woman. Her question is that why women
show a submissive settlement with the male” She feels that male who treats her as a slave and the

female has slways been exploited by man
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The reseatmsnt and isdignation m kamala [s's i shaw her own sense of inusiice
agarnsi the socul order but i also stresses the necd ol recngnilion of the nghis of women “The
Mone Ape reveals her eseniment about the loss of her identity through martage She cannol
wierate matle domnation AL the same ume she 15 apiermestic dbout her iberty. In the poem “The
Prisamer” she savs that she will come out of the snare of her hushand's physical attraction.
amala Das fought agamst the injustices and cructy 10 which women have been subjected.

Adter all sexual and menal harassment and econamically exploitations of women are nol
e pssucs o Indan sociery. These are age-old issues, which are deliberately neglected by the
male dominated seniety. Indian constilution has given cqual status and equal rizhis 1o women. Al
the practical level, women are sl struggling against male domination and social taboos. As per
the laws of Indian constitution, women arc nod 1o be harassed sexually and memally. Roy
unmashs the double standard of the so called “colured” elites who glonify their uncultured
culture and keep hold on the masses who are really the custodians of human values and cullures

She was of the opimon that Indian women should not play secondary role to men, She
advises women that the world offers @ ot beyvond the love of 4 husband In o poem “The
Conflagration”™, she has expressed her view thot there a5 a lot w do in the world beyond the six-

foot frame of a hushand,

Waoman, in this happiness, this lving buried
Beneath a man? It's tme again to come alive,
I'he world extends a lot beyvond his six-foot frame. (The Conflagration)

K.amala [Yas considers hersell a vienm of male dominated society, She fought to establish
her identity through her poems. She cannol forget the hitter and sad experiences which she has
recerved from her hushond as well as her Imgnds, A famous entic M, K. Naik wnites women
poets form a sizable school in modem Indian-English literature ; and the most outsianding work
expressive of the bitter service of womanhood 15 by Kamala Das; a bilingual wiier.

Liberal femimsis always fight lor cxisting sovial prejudice aganst women. They claim
that women should have the same mghts and the opporunities as men. Due o their subordinate
position in sociely, women sufler a lot in terms of economical, social, cultural and religions
rights. So gender discrimination needs 1o be acknowledged for promoting commaon culiure and
equality among the sexes The ides of pender difference 18 very much central 10 the
contermnporary femimism, where as the discourse on mulliculturalism also speaks about the
principle of dilferences- may be gender, cullumal, religious or ethmic and gives call for
accommaodating  all those dilferences. | means, ol ceraim level, both  femimism  and
multiculturalism speak in their own ways [or respecting ‘differences’. So instead of HIPOSING @
set of man-made rules of dominant cullure, women should allow 1o grow independently in
society on the basis of equality and common cullure which is more accommoditive




kanala Das wives the first person account af women's sexual encoumaers, desenption of
the privale hves of women have suflering At the same time she has confessed that her poems
eimerged as g rash of prckly hest. Howeser, her feehings ansd ¢omeions are bosed on aciwal
experienees of lle I would nod be wrona 1o poinl oul thal whatever she has wntien 15 m
comfosswmal wne, Her poctry concentrates sell-discovery and expressing the different layers of
double standards which gor over quoted in today’s life. Similarly. her idealistic ideas of love and
domestieny became 8 cause of rash enticism for which she was not fully prepared. To eonclude,
the postry of kamala Das advocates frecdom and self-respect for women, Kamala [as presents
the emotional picture of woman and restricts that she should not be remed as a commaodily or a
subaliern, She demands her respect in the sociely.

I'he presend paper provides a bnel overview of the male donmnated Indian Society and
the reatment which Kamala Das panicularly and Indian women generally received from the time
immemonal. The statos of woman and the recogmition of her female wdeniny are sill
questionable in the postmodern [ndia. In India, gender equaliy and recognition of differences in
terms of identity are not considered. Legally men and women are recognized as equals but
socially, culturally and economically women are not free 1o enjoy ther life due to the dominant
patnarchal culiere and social laboos. A remarkable aspect of post-colonial wnting in Englsh has
been the pre-occupation with the 1ssues of women and downtredden

Kamala Das has given vent 1o her resentness regarding the male dominated culture in her

poedry. Most of the femmist eritics pointed outl the role of language, the role of pender in
subjugating women. According to them one’s sex is determined by anatomy, the prevailing
concept of gender-of the traits thal are conceived 1o constitute what 15 masculine and what is
feminine in identity and behavior are largely. if not entirely culiural constructs that were
gencrated by the pervasive patnarchal biases of crvilization.
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